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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4,6,8,9,11-19,21,23,24,26- 
33,35,37,38,40 and 41 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Examiner also asserts that Schroeder's (US 6405060) displaying, for example 
three candidate words encompasses Applicant's claimed "displaying one of said 
matching word completion candidates in the display..", since at least one of said 
matching word completion candidates is present in Schroeder. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4,6,8,9,11-19,21,23,24,26-33,35,37,38,40 and 41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schroeder et al. ("Schroeder"), U.S. Patent 
No. 6,405,060, previously used, in view of Jones, U.S. Patent No. 5,258,748. 

Regarding claims 1 ,14 and 28, Schroeder discloses a method of handling the 
input of words into a text string in a communication terminal, comprising steps of: 

inherently recording (i.e., reads on user input is entered in keypad and recorded 
for look-up) a key stroke sequence inputted for characterizing one of said words (col. 
6,lines 31-38); 
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comparing said key strokes sequence with candidates in a word completion 
directory in order to find word completion candidates matching said key stroke 
sequence (col. 6, lines 31-49); 

displaying one of said matching word completion candidates in the display for 
selection by the user (col. 6, lines 31-49); and 

adding a word selected by the user to said directory including a plurality of word 
completion candidates, if the selected word exceeds a first predetermined number of 
characters, and if this word is not present there already (col. 7, lines 31-55). 

Schroeder fails to explicitly disclose wherein the user, when the candidate 
consists of a text string consisting of a plurality of individual words, selects the first 
candidate word in the text string by pressing the select-key for a period shorter than a 
predetermined period of time, and the entire text string by pressing the select-key for a 
period longer than a predetermined period of time. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Jones discloses a multi-function select key which 
selects a text string (reads on menu label or function) based on a predetermined period 
of time the key is held (col. 3, line 25 to col. 4, line 13)). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Schroeder to include wherein the user, when the candidate consists of 
a text string consisting of a plurality of individual words, selects the first candidate word 
in the text string by pressing the select-key for a period shorter than a predetermined 
period of time, and the entire text string by pressing the select-key for a period longer 
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than a predetermined period of time, for the purpose of utilizing less keys as taught in 
Jones. 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses the 
method according to claim 1, wherein the candidates in the word completion directory 
comprises a plurality text strings each consisting of a plurality of individual words and 
derived from text messages stored in the communication terminal (col. 5,lines 46-55). 

Regarding claim 3, The combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses the 
method according to claim 2, wherein the user, when the candidate consisting of a text 
string consisting of a plurality of individual words, selects the candidate word by word 
(col. 5,line 61 to col. 6,line 14). 

Regarding claim 4, The combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses the 
method according to claim 2, wherein the user, when the candidate consisting of a text 
string consisting of a plurality of individual words, selects all the words in the text string 
of the candidate (col. 5,line 61 to col. 6, line 14). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses the 
method according to claim 1 , wherein the word completion candidates in the word 
completion directory are searched for matches, when the number of key strokes to be 
interpreted exceeds a second predetermined number of key strokes (col. 6,lines 56-67 
and col. 7,lines 10-13). 
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Regarding claim 8, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses the 
method according to claim 1, wherein the first predetermined number of keystrokes is 
two (col. 6,lines 56-61). 

Regarding claim 9, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
character entry application according to claim 2, respectively, wherein the plurality of 
text strings each consisting of a plurality of words is searched when a third number of 
key strokes has been entered for the entire text string (col. 5,lines 61 to col. 6, line 14). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses the 
method according to claim 1 , wherein the word completion directory contains words 
being entered by the user by means of a text editor during a plurality of different 
sessions (col. 5,lines 45-55). 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses the 
method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the word completion directory contains words 
being entered by the user in a previously terminated message writing session (col. 
5,lines 45-55). 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses the 
method according to any of the claims 1-12, wherein the key strokes sequence is 
inputted to a predictive search engine outputting matches matching an ambiguous string 
of key strokes (col. 5, lines 19-45). 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
character entry application according to claim 14, and furthermore comprising a 
predictive search engine to which the recorded key strokes sequence is inputted, and 
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wherefrom matches matching an ambiguous string of key strokes is outputted in 
response to the inputted recorded key strokes sequence (col. 4,lines 36-44). 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
character entry application according to claim 14, wherein the character entry 
application provides matches matching a string of non-ambiguous keystrokes inputted 
as the recorded keystrokes sequence (col. 5,lines 19-45). 

Regarding claim 17, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
character entry application according to claim 14, wherein the candidates in the word 
completion directory comprises a plurality text strings each consisting of a plurality of 
individual words and derived from text messages stored in the communication terminal 
(col. 5,lines 46-55). 

Regarding claim 18, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
character entry application according to claim 17 and comprising selection means by 
means of which the user selects the candidate word by word, when the candidate 
consisting of a text string consists of a plurality of individual words (col. 5,line 62 to col. 
6, line 19). 

Regarding claim 19, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
character entry application according to claim 17, and comprising selection means by 
means of which the user selects all the word in the text string of the candidate, when the 
candidate consists of a text string consisting of a plurality of individual words (col. 5,line 
62 to col. 6, line 19). 
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Regarding claim 21 , the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
character entry application according to claim 14, wherein the word completion 
candidates in the word completion directory are searched for matches, when the 
number of key strokes to be interpreted exceeds a second predetermined number of 
key strokes (col. 6, lines 56-61 ). 

Regarding claim 23, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
character entry application according to claim 14, wherein the first predetermined 
number of keystrokes is two (col. 6, lines 56-61). 

Regarding claims 24 and 38, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses 
a character entry application according to claims 17 and 31 , respectively, wherein the 
plurality of text strings each consisting of a plurality of words is searched when a third 
number of key strokes has been entered for the entire text string (col. 5, lines 61 to col. 
6, line 14). 

Regarding claim 26, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
character entry application according to claim 14, wherein the word completion directory 
contains words that are entered by the user by means of a text editor during a plurality 
of different sessions (col. 5,lines 46-55 and col. 7, lines 30-41). 

Regarding claim 27, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
character entry application according to claim 26, wherein the word completion directory 
contains words being entered by the user in a previously terminated message writing 
session (col. 5,lines 46-55 and col. 7, lines 30-41). 
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Regarding claim 29, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
communication terminal according to claim 28, and furthermore comprising a predictive 
search engine to which the recorded key strokes sequence is inputted, and wherefrom 
matches matching an ambiguous string of key strokes is outputted in response to the 
inputted recorded key strokes sequence (col. 5, lines 19-45). 

Regarding claim 30, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
communication terminal according to claim 28, wherein the character entry application 
provides matches matching a string of non-ambiguous keystrokes inputted as the 
recorded keystrokes sequence (col. 5,lines 46-55). 

Regarding claim 31, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
communication terminal according to claim 28, wherein the candidates in the word 
completion directory comprises a plurality text strings each consisting of a plurality of 
individual words and derived from text messages stored in the communication terminal 
(col. 5,lines 46-55). 

Regarding claim 32, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
communication terminal according to claim 31, and comprising selection means by 
means of which the user selects the candidate word by word, when the candidate 
consisting of a text string consists of a plurality of individual words (col. 5,line 62 to col. 
6, line 14). 

Regarding claim 33, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
communication terminal according to claim 31 , and comprising selection means by 
means of which the user selects all the word in the text string of the candidate, when the 
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candidate consisting of a text string consists of a plurality of individual words (col. 5 Jine 
61- col. 6,line 14). 

Regarding claim 35, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
communication terminal according to claim 28, wherein the word completion candidates 
in the word completion directory are searched for matches, when the number of key 
strokes to be interpreted exceeds a second predetermined number of key strokes (col. 
6,lines 31-36 and lines 56-61). 

Regarding claim 37, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
communication terminal according to claim 28, wherein the first predetermined number 
of keystrokes is two (col. 6, lines 56-61). 

Regarding claim 40, the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
communication terminal according to claim 28, wherein the word completion directory 
contains words being entered by the user by means of a text editor during a plurality of 
different sessions (col. 5,lines 46-55). 

Regarding claim 41 , the combination of Schroeder and Jones discloses a 
communication terminal according to claim 40, wherein the word completion directory 
contains words being entered by the user in a previously terminated message writing 
session (col. 5,lines 45-55). 

3. Claims 7, 10,22,25,36 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Schroeder and Jones. 

Regarding claim 7,10,22,25,36 and 39 Schroeder and Jones discloses the 
method according to claim 6,9,21,9,35 and 9, respectively. Schroeder fails to 
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specifically disclose wherein the second (and/or third) predetermined number of 
keystrokes is four. 

However, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Schroeder to include any specific number of characters 
"N" as user input to determine at least one candidate word from the dictionary tree (col. 
6,lines 56-61). 

Motivation for doing so would have been for the purpose of achieving a correct 
match from the direction tree, i.e., a case where multiple words begin with the same 4 
letters, e.g., "threat" and "three". 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kisaichi et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,786,776 discloses a character input termina. 
Lee, U.S. Patent No. 6,686,902 discloses a method and apparatus for inputting 
characters in a mobile terminal. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joy K Contee whose telephone number is 
571.272.7906. The examiner can normally be reached on M (alternating), T & Th, 5:30 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on 571.272.7905. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



872-9306. 



Joy Contee 




May 16, 2005 



